
PERSECUTED CHRISTIAN FAMILIES IN THAILAND

The persecution of the Pakistan’s Christians has become one of the worst humanitarian challenges of our time -

causing a global refugee crisis that has been long overlooked.

https://www.capc.life/


In a population of over 180 million, Pakistan’s Christians make up only about two percent. They’re disenfranchised, harassed, and persecuted. 

Many suffer from grinding poverty. Education and employment discrimination leave most only the lowliest occupations. 

I N  PA K I S TA N ,  D E S C E N DA N T S  O F  LO W E R - C A S T E  H I N D U S  W H O  CO N V E RT E D  TO  C H R I S T I A N I T Y  C E N T U R I E S  

AG O  S T I L L  F I N D  T H E M S E LV E S  M A RG I N A L I Z E D,  R E L E G AT E D  TO  D I RT Y  J O B S  A N D  G R I M  FAT E S .

Jamshed Eric working in a sewer in Karachi. He feels it is only a matter of time before he dies on the job.

Sewer Cleaners Wanted in Pakistan: Only Christians Need Apply.

Before Jamshed Eric plunges deep below Karachi’s streets to clean out 

clogged sewers with his bare hands, he says a little prayer to Jesus to 

keep him safe.

The work is grueling, and he wears no mask or gloves to protect him 

from the stinking sludge and toxic plumes of gas that lurk deep 

underground.

“It is a difficult job,” Mr. Eric said. “In the gutter, I am often surrounded by 

swarms of cockroaches.”

After a long day, the stench of his work lingers even at home, a constant 

reminder of his place in life. “When I raise my hand to my mouth to eat, it 

smells of sewage,” he said.

Read Me: https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/04/world/asia/pakistan-

christians-sweepers.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/04/world/asia/pakistan-christians-sweepers.html


The plight of Christians in Pakistan illustrates some of the reasons why we should care about 
Christian persecution.

Walk Like a Refugee. 

We are a mission-driven charity. We focuses on supporting hope that have a 

massive impact and have helped change the life of Christians all across the globe.

“We stand for those who have had almost a decade of their lives 

stolen from them.”

Christians in Pakistan are an impoverished minority, part of the Dalit or untouchable caste.

- Canadian aid to persecuted Christians



Abid James
UNHCR STATUS: Case refused

Date of Arrival: 25-May-2014

Family Details

1- Abid James – Father - 01-01-1976

2- Nazia Rehmat – Mother - 11-07-1981

3- Anoosh Shalva – Son - 30-03-2010 

4- Shanaya – Daughter - 24-10-2013

CHILDREN OF HOPE

- Canadian aid to persecuted Christians

There are many variations of passages of Lorem Ipsum available, but the majority have suffered 

alteration in some form, by injected humour, or randomised words which don't look even slightly 

believable. 

If you are going to use a passage of Lorem Ipsum, you need to be sure there isn't anything 

embarrassing hidden in the middle of text. All the Lorem Ipsum generators on the Internet tend to 

repeat predefined chunks as necessary, making this the first true generator on the Internet. 

It is a long established fact that a reader will be distracted by the readable content of a page when 

looking at its layout. The point of using Lorem Ipsum is that it has a more -or-less normal 

distribution of letters, as opposed to using 'Content here, content here', making it look like 

readable English. Many desktop publishing packages and web page editors now use Lorem Ipsum as 

their default model text, and a search for 'lorem ipsum' will uncover many web sites still in their 

infancy. Various versions have evolved over the years, sometimes by accident, sometimes on 

purpose (injected humour and the like).

It uses a dictionary of over 200 Latin words, combined with a handful of model sentence structures, 

to generate Lorem Ipsum which looks reasonable. The generated Lorem Ipsum is therefore always 

free from repetition, injected humour, or non-characteristic words etc.

The first line of Lorem Ipsum, "Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet..", comes from a line in section 1.10.32.

Respectfully,

Maleen Izhaq



Amir Shahzad
UNHCR STATUS: Case refused

Date of Arrival: 26-January-2014

Family Details

1- Amir Shahzad – Father - 15-08-1978

2- Iram Shahzad – Mother - 15-03-1989

3- Faris Shahzad – Son - 23-05-2014 

4- Izay Shahzad – Son - 24-12-2018

My name is Amir Shahzad. We are a born Christian family living in Bangkok for over the last 7 years.

When I turned 23, I started going to my Church daily in the evening. A couple of months later, I 

asked the Pastor for our weekly home visit. And he scheduled the Thursday for it. While we decided 

to visit our Christian neighbors for prayer too. I was growing up in my faith when I started 

preaching His words with the pastor too. 

No one knows that we were being watched, our activities were being observed. I have always been 

noticed on my way everywhere either it was work, visits, and/or the market. It seems that I’m being 

followed by someone. So, when I got married, I bought a motorbike for my new family.

On December 16, 2013, I was with my wife on a motorbike thrown to the ground on the road by the 

armed Islamic extremists. It was a targeted attack because we were on our way home from a prayer 

meeting.

We went to the court to file a petition against the police for not investigating my case. But it turned 

out to be very dangerous to survive in my own country.

I believe there is a lot more to explore in my faith. We need your prayers and support in bringing 

our hope to freedom. 

Very faithfully,

Amir Shahzad

A FAMILY WITH HOPE AND SKILLS

- Canadian aid to persecuted Christians



Azhar Qayum
UNHCR STATUS: Case refused

Date of  Arr ival:  06 -June-2013

Family Details

1- Azhar Qayum – Father - 24-12-1972

2- Shaheen Azhar – Mother - 22-03-1971

3- Sameer Azhar – Son – 31-01-2001

4- Muneeb Azhar – Son – 03-08-2003

My name is Azhar Qayum. I’m a born Christian living in Bangkok for over the last 7 years now.

On March 08, 2013, I went to a prayer meeting at my relative place in Joseph Colony, Badami Bagh, 

Lahore. We saw there were more than 200 Christians’ Houses set on fire over false blasphemy 

accusations of Sawan Masih. After the protestors torched the Christians’ homes, the police roped 

off the area.

When I saw a Superident of Police named Umer Virk, who could be blamed for this barbarity, he 

was saying, “Muslims cannot tolerate blasphemy against their prophet so the Christians were 

themselves responsible for this incident.” I went to him and asked if this is what Islam teaches then 

just don’t call it a religion of peace. 

I got beaten down by all those who were having trouble accepting the truth. I fell unconscious 

when a news reporter reaches and helped me out of police’ violent brutality. It sustained injuries in 

me, including lacerations, a broken nose, sprained shoulder, broken finger, split lip, black eyes and 

bruises, difficulty breathing, and seeing. So we decided that we will leave. And we flew to Thailand 

on June 6, 2013.

Now my worst fear is that my refugee claim was denied. With no money to pay the lawyers and no 

legal aid. We are hoping for a normal life because hope is the only best thing in this world that 

never dies.

Yours truly,

Azhar Qayum

A WISE MAN AND HIS FAMILY

- Canadian aid to persecuted Christians



Danish Daniel
UNHCR STATUS: Case refused

Date of Arrival: 06-February-2014

Family Details

1- Danish Daniel – Father - 15-08-1978

2- Zubaida Danish – Mother - 17-02-1980

3- Mariam Danish – Daughter - 30-09-2004 

4- Silvia Danish – Daughter - 27-09-2011 

My name is Danish Daniel born to a Christian family in Pakistan. I flew to Bangkok on 06 -02-2014 

with my family and applied as an Asylum seeker with UNHCR on 10 -02-2014.

Being Christians in Pakistan means we are second-class citizens in our own country. I had faced 

death threats from my supervisor and coworkers on my work place. My supervisor, Waresh Qadri, 

and most of the employee are the members of a second biggest Islamic group of Pakistan SUNNI 

TEHREEK. It involved this group in target killings and extortions. People from this organization are 

everywhere in Pakistan. They are factory workers, business owners, teachers, doctors, government 

employers, and in military forces as well.

I could not go to Police as Sunni Tehreek has already been declared me a blasphemer. I know that 

no authority will back me up in Pakistan. So, I decided to start a new life for us, we flew to Bangkok 

in the hopes that one day we will live a free life.

Instead we see freedom, we have been trapped in the continue stress of UNHCR’s discrimination, 

and the persecution that most of the world has never heard of. 

The only hope we see is – Sponsorship program to Canada, and with your help, it is possible.

Respectfully,

Danish Daniel

THE CHEF’S FAMILY WITH HOPE

- Canadian aid to persecuted Christians



Maleen Izhaq
UNHCR STATUS: Case refused

Date of Arrival: 08-February-2015

Family Details

1- Maleen Izhaq – Father - 11-08-1980

2- Lubna Maleen – Mother - 23-12-1980

3- Malyca Maleen – Daughter - 24-11-2006 

4- Aroon Maleen – Son - 17-09-2009 

THREATENED WITH DEATH

- Canadian aid to persecuted Christians

There are many variations of passages of Lorem Ipsum available, but the majority have suffered 

alteration in some form, by injected humour, or randomised words which don't look even slightly 

believable. 

If you are going to use a passage of Lorem Ipsum, you need to be sure there isn't anything 

embarrassing hidden in the middle of text. All the Lorem Ipsum generators on the Internet tend to 

repeat predefined chunks as necessary, making this the first true generator on the Internet. 

It is a long established fact that a reader will be distracted by the readable content of a page when 

looking at its layout. The point of using Lorem Ipsum is that it has a more -or-less normal 

distribution of letters, as opposed to using 'Content here, content here', making it look like 

readable English. Many desktop publishing packages and web page editors now use Lorem Ipsum as 

their default model text, and a search for 'lorem ipsum' will uncover many web sites still in their 

infancy. Various versions have evolved over the years, sometimes by accident, sometimes on 

purpose (injected humour and the like).

It uses a dictionary of over 200 Latin words, combined with a handful of model sentence structures, 

to generate Lorem Ipsum which looks reasonable. The generated Lorem Ipsum is therefore always 

free from repetition, injected humour, or non-characteristic words etc.

The first line of Lorem Ipsum, "Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet..", comes from a line in section 1.10.32.

Respectfully,

Maleen Izhaq



Rahief Afzal (Sam)

UNHCR STATUS: Refugee

Date of  Arr ival:  14 -October-2013

Family Details

1- Rahief Afzal (Sam) – Father - 20-09-1986

2- Nipa Charanan – Mother - 02-09-1981

3- Ester Rahief – Daughter - 09-02-2015 

4- Issac Rahief – Son - 29-09-2017 

5- Liora Rahief – Daughter - 11-02-2019 

6- Will Rahief – Son - 12-01-2021 

My name is Sam, I'm a Pakistani Christian Refugee living in Bangkok for nearly 8 years.

I came to Bangkok in 2013 because I had a death threat from Pakistan from some extremists. Being 

a Christian in Pakistan makes me a second-class citizen. I bore the pain and humiliation caused by 

being born into a Christian family in Pakistan since I was a child. I could co -exist with the Muslims 

as not all of them hate Christians but when I made a living, extremists would not allow me and it 

resorted to me being beaten almost to death. That was when I went to Bangkok hoping I will get 

help as an asylum seeker but unfortunately, UNHCR here in Bangkok is having backlogs because of 

thousands of applicants, especially from our country.

I have been here in Bangkok for over 7 years now and UNHCR cannot promise anything. My status is 

a refugee for over the last 4 years. But we may not work without a work permit. They only gave us 

work permits if we have proper visas. Fear of being caught is a possibility always waiting to happen 

and returning to Pakistan where persecution awaits me is not a choice.

Please back me up with your support as UNHCR only has a 1% quota, and each case is now taking 

over 20 years. I really believe that one day, God will bring me to the right people whom He will use 

to help me get out of this situation and live a normal life like others.

I wish you God’s blessings and hoping to hear from you.

Sincerely,

Rahief Afzal

A FAMILY OF CONCERN

- Canadian aid to persecuted Christians



Saleem Gill
UNHCR STATUS: Case refused

Date of Arrival: 10-June-2013

Family Details

1- Saleem Gill – Father - 17-03-1970

2- Rubina Saleem – Mother - 23-12-1973

3- Oliver John – Son - 30-10-

4- Dawood Saleem – Son - 19-10-1999

5- Kinza Saleem Gill – Daughter – 14-01-2006 

There are many variations of passages of Lorem Ipsum available, but the majority have suffered 

alteration in some form, by injected humour, or randomised words which don't look even slightly 

believable. 

If you are going to use a passage of Lorem Ipsum, you need to be sure there isn't anything 

embarrassing hidden in the middle of text. All the Lorem Ipsum generators on the Internet tend to 

repeat predefined chunks as necessary, making this the first true generator on the Internet. 

It is a long established fact that a reader will be distracted by the readable content of a page when 

looking at its layout. The point of using Lorem Ipsum is that it has a more -or-less normal 

distribution of letters, as opposed to using 'Content here, content here', making it look like 

readable English. Many desktop publishing packages and web page editors now use Lorem Ipsum as 

their default model text, and a search for 'lorem ipsum' will uncover many web sites still in their 

infancy. Various versions have evolved over the years, sometimes by accident, sometimes on 

purpose (injected humour and the like).

It uses a dictionary of over 200 Latin words, combined with a handful of model sentence structures, 

to generate Lorem Ipsum which looks reasonable. The generated Lorem Ipsum is therefore always 

free from repetition, injected humour, or non-characteristic words etc.

The first line of Lorem Ipsum, "Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet..", comes from a line in section 1.10.32.

Respectfully,

Saleem Gill

AN ENCOURAGEMENT IN TIMES 

OF UNCERTAINITY

- Canadian aid to persecuted Christians



Shahbaz Masih
UNHCR STATUS: Case refused

Date of Arrival: 20-August-2015

Family Details

1- Shahbaz Masih – Father - 07-07-1982

2- Asia Shahbaz – Mother - 10-09-1985

3- Oliver John – Son - 30-10-2005 

4- Afeer John – Son - 28-07-2012

5- Jennifer Janett – Daughter – 04-10-2015 

My name is Shahbaz Masih. I’m from Pakistan and living in Thailand for 6 years now.

I’m a born Christian, fortunately, I could be able to leave my hometown, where a Christian can be 

killed over a glass of water. Where to Muslims, Christians come from a downtrodden “untouchable 

caste.” 

We had a very good life in Pakistan, our own house and everything. Then suddenly, everything went 

wrong, and we lost it all. I was an Elder in United Pentecostal Church of our area, and so was my 

cousin, Pastor Ejaz. We evangelize in different areas of my city on behalf of the Pentecostal Church 

Ministry. My cousin gave sermons while I managed the meetings schedules. One day, we were 

attacked by unidentified men who shot my cousin. They accused us of being blasphemers who 

converted Muslim families in Pakistan. We asked for help from our Church’s ministry and tried to 

report the incident to the police, but we did not get any support anywhere. We did not feel secure 

anymore. And that’s when we decided to leave Pakistan.

We are still facing persecution, but in a different way. It’s hard to find food or a safe place to live. 

The greatest danger is that if you’re found by the immigration police, they will arrest and detain.

Very faithfully,

Elder Shahbaz Masih

SUFFERING FOR THEIR FAITH

- Canadian aid to persecuted Christians



Suleman Rafiq
UNHCR STATUS: Case refused

Date of Arrival: 28-December-2013

Family Details

1- Suleman Rafiq – Husband - 24-05-1990

2- Safira Suleman – Wife - 29-09-1984

My name is Suleman Rafiq. Born Christian living in Bangkok for over the last 7 years already.

Our story is about my brother Elisha Rafiq’s love, he was a young boy of age about 17 years, an OT 

technician student, was brutally got beaten on July 18, 2013, his only sin was that he fell in love 

with his colleague, a Muslim girl named Sofia Khan sister of Muhammad Taimoor Khan. 

I told her brother to ask Sofia to avoid my brother because her brother is a criminal and he will kill 

him. But none of our efforts could stop the hardship we had to go through. We demanded Justice 

when Taimoor attacked our house along with his friends. Police were involved with their Muslim 

fellows and are trying to make it a blasphemy.

We were thinking about whether we will be given Justice or will be denied as always. We needed 

help at that time. So we reached out to the pastor of our church, the only advice we have been 

given was to leave the country. And we flew to Thailand on December 28, 2013.

And here detainees stuck in overcrowded cells. Thailand treats people in their IDCs more than cattle 

than as a human. And the worse fear is, some detainees end up in prisons, confined alongside 

hardened criminals.

Yet, when we are stuck for this long time we see no path forward in Thailand, either. But we are 

alive, breathing. We believe we will live a normal life one day.

Very sincerely,

Amir Shahzad

A COUPLE WITH DREAM

- Canadian aid to persecuted Christians



Such Incidents are frequent all over the Pakistan which 

reflect that minorities in Imran Khan’s so called 

‘New Pakistan’  are UNSAFE!

CHRIST IANS  CONTINUE TO FACE  ATROCIT IES  IN  PAKISTAN FOR DECADES  N OW

PLEASE  BE  IN  PRAYER WITH US - FOR OUR PERSECUTED 

CHRIST IAN BROTHERS AND S ISTERS  OF  PAKISTAN .

- Canadian aid to persecuted Christians



We CAN Change!
And our mission is to help you do that.

R

E

A

D

Publisher Title Source

The Irish Times
Pakistan's blasphemy laws persecute the weakest of the 

weak

https://edition.cnn.com/2018/03/01/opinions/pakistan-blasphemy-law-

opinion-ispahani/index.html

Vatican News
Christian girls kidnapped and forcibly converted to 

Islam

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2019-12/persecuted-chrtistians-

pakistani-kidnapped-girl-forced.html

BBC News Why are Pakistan's Christians being targeted? https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-35910331

The Guardian
Lahore bomb attack that targeted Christians and killed 

more than 70 people

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/mar/28/pakistan-christian-leaders-

express-horror-at-lahore-massacre

UCAN News Thailand: The Bittersweet Haven for Pakistani Christians
https://www.ucanews.com/series/thailand-the-bittersweet-haven-for-

pakistani-christians/36

BBC News The Christians held in Thailand after fleeing Pakistan https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-35654804

NBC News Why It Feels Like a 'Crime' to Be Christian in Pakistan
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/why-it-feels-crime-be-christian-

pakistan-n179511

Pakistan's Christians, like other religious minorities in the country, have been the target of escalating attacks in recent years.

The attacks, on individuals, their residential areas and places of worship, have mostly been motivated by the country's controversial blasphemy laws.

- Canadian aid to persecuted Christians

https://edition.cnn.com/2018/03/01/opinions/pakistan-blasphemy-law-opinion-ispahani/index.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2019-12/persecuted-chrtistians-pakistani-kidnapped-girl-forced.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-35910331
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/mar/28/pakistan-christian-leaders-express-horror-at-lahore-massacre
https://www.ucanews.com/series/thailand-the-bittersweet-haven-for-pakistani-christians/36
https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-35654804
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/why-it-feels-crime-be-christian-pakistan-n179511


We’re not just telling stories. 

We’re changing lives.

Since the 1990s, scores of Christians have been convicted of "desecrating the Koran" or "blaspheming against the Prophet Muhammad“.

Some of the violence is directly related to the American-led war in Afghanistan, so it has an expressly political motive.

- Canadian aid to persecuted Christians

W
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Publisher Title Source

Unreported World Pakistan's Blasphemy Laws https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YRdwfVxX_TM

i24 News
Pakistan's Persecution of Religious Minorities & Child 

Trafficking Continue
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FZI1nKfp4Lk

BBC News Do Christian's Feel Safe In Pakistan? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_kSx0k2HO84

Guardian News Deadly suicide attack on Christian Church in Pakistan https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSn2vlHTZwE

CBN News Thai Police Arrest 400 Pakistani Christian Refugees https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDQG8NVfZGM

BBC Documentary Pakistani Christian in Thailand https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMsHOT0NU-s

British Pakistani 

Christian Association

Two suicide bombers attacked two different Churches-

BBC National Interview With British Pakistani Christian 

Association (BPCA) Chairman, Wilson Chowdhry

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8IOHwU6g1Hg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YRdwfVxX_TM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FZI1nKfp4Lk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_kSx0k2HO84
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSn2vlHTZwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDQG8NVfZGM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMsHOT0NU-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8IOHwU6g1Hg


There's a saying: if you want to go fast, go alone. If you 

want to go far, go together, “Together we’re building a 

network to bring their hope to come to Canada.”

WE SUPPORT THIS EFFORT TO BUILD BRIDGES

W E  C A N  H E L P.  T H R O U G H  A D V O C A C Y,  S TO R Y T E L L I N G  A N D  P R I VAT E  S P O N S O R S H I P,  W E  A I M  TO  B R I N G  H O P E  

TO  T H E  H O P E L E S S  A N D  L I G H T  TO  T H E  D A R K N E S S .



Reach out and discover,

“how wonderful it is to privately sponsor a good family to start a 

new life - with your help - in Canada!”

Canadian Aid to Persecuted Christians
PO Box 38086 Preston Crossing

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

Canada S7N 1H2

Website: www.capc.life

Phone: +1 306 717 7725

Email: capersecutedchristian@gmail.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/capersecutedchristian/

“Thank You”

- Canadian aid to persecuted Christians

http://www.capc.life/
mailto:capersecutedchristian@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/capersecutedchristian/

